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but it hastened the exhaustion which was to make persistence in the war impossible.
In the meantime the new Liberal Government was being undermined by the growth of the Soviet movement, which, beguining with hastily formed councils of workmen and soldiers, gradually disintegrated the army and drew the populace to its side for the full Revolution which was to end the war and establish Communism in Russia. The Germans, who were well informed of the trend of events, had played a crafty stroke by arranging that Lenin, who was well known as a revolutionary extremist, should be conveyed in a sealed wagon from Switzerland, where he was in exile, through German territory to Petrograd, where he at once made himself the ^ader and brain of the revolutionary party.
nhe Triumph of Lenin and Its Results
The Provisional Government struck at the extremists and drove Lenin and other revolutionary leaders temporarily into hiding. Kerensky had now become Prime Minister, and for a few months he kept the revolutionaries in check, and struggled to continue the war, but in November soldiers, sailors, and workmen stormed the Government buildings in Petrograd, and compelled the Government to take flight. Lenin, who had come out of his hiding, now seized the reins, and, as President of the " Council of People's Commissars," became the supreme power in the country. The story of the Revolution must be continued in its proper place, but these events were decisive for Russia's part in the war. Not only was her army exhausted and demoralized, but peace was the necessary policy of the men now in power. They believed that die war was a struggle of capitalists in which the workers had no concern except to extricate themselves as quickly as possible, with the maximum of damage to all the Governments at war. They believed—or professed to believe—that if die Russian workers refused to continue fighting, the workers of Germany, France, Britain, Italy and America would follow their example, and overthrow any capitalist Government which refused to make peace. They found themselves in the end solitary and helpless against Germany, which compelled them in the following year to accept the kind of peace which
